REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1935. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 

County  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Minister  of  Health  directed  five  years  ago  that  medical  officers’  reports  for  the  year  1930  should 
be  Survey  Reports  of  a more  comprehensive  nature  than  the  ordinary  annual  health  reports,  and  although 
no  such  directions  have  been  issued  this  year,  this  report  for  the  year  1935  contains  rather  more  information 
than  the  intervening  reports  have  done.  Tables  have  been  included  giving  up-to-date  information  of  the 
hospital  services  and  the  various  clinics,  and  the  mortality  from  certain  diseases  during  the  past  five  years  has 
been  compared  with  previous  similar  periods. 

There  is  no  special  feature  in  the  health  returns  for  1935.  The  deaths  have  again  outnumbered 
the  births  but  this  is  due  not  to  any  increase  in  illness  but  to  the  continued  low  birth  rate  and  the 
fact  that  the  average  age  of  the  population  is  becoming  higher. 

More  attention  has  been  given  to  improving  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supply  and  in  this  County 
as  in  the  country  generally  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  farmers  taking  out 
licences  as  producers  of  “ Grade  A”  milk. 

It  was  in  the  middle  of  1926  that  your  Council  combined  with  various  sanitary  districts  in  appointing 
Health  Officers,  and  at  the  beginning  of  September,  1935,  all  the  districts  in  the  County  had  come  into 
this  scheme  when  Dr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ventnor  Urban  District. 
Dr.  R.  T.  Cooke  had  been  the  Medical  Officer  to  that  District  for  sixteen  years  and  was  a most  agreeable 
colleague  to  work  with  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  his  resignation  was  caused  by  his  severe  illness 
which  has  since  proved  fatal. 


The  work  in  the  health  department  has  grown  steadily  in  recent  years  and  your  Committee  decided 
in  consequence  to  strengthen  the  staff  by  the  addition  of  a woman  assistant  medical  officer.  Near  the 
end  of  the  year  Miss  Hilda  Linford,  M.D.,  F. R.C. S. , (Eng.),  M.M.,  was  appointed  to  take  up  her 
new  duties  on  the  first  of  January,  1936.  Dr.  Linford  has  had  special  experience  in  midwifery  and 
in  the  diseases  of  children  and  her  appointment  should  further  the  development  of  the  work  in  these 
important  directions. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


County  Hall, 

Newport,  I.W. 
July,  1936. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  FAIRLEY. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


(a)  Medical.  (1)  Whole  time. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and 
School  Medical  Officer 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  (including-  tuber-' 
culosis,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and 
school  medical  services)  and  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  to  various  districts 

Dental  Surgeon.  (Schools  and  maternity  and  child 
welfare  services) 

Assistant  Dental  Surgeon  (Joint  appointment  with 
Newport  Borough  Education  Authority) 

(2)  Part  time. 

Medical  Officer,  Parkhurst  Institution  and  Infirmary... 


Brading 
Carisbrooke 
Cowes 
Godshill 
Ryde 

North  Shorwell  Dist. 

South  Shorwell  ,, 

Newport,  South 

Arreton  and  Whip- 
pingham  Districts 
Yarmouth  District 

(b)  Others.  (1)  Whole  time. 

County  Nursing  Superintendent.  (Joint  appointment 
by  County  Council  and  County  Nursing  Assoc- 
iation) 

Dental  Attendant 

(2)  Part  time. 

Public  Analyst 

Deputy  Public  Analyst  ... 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 


James  Fairley,  M.D.,  D.P.  H. 

W.  Semple  Wallace,  M.C. , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P. H. 

(Deputy  County  Medical  Officer). 

Hayward  Carpenter,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S., 

' L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Leslie  M.  Cartwright,  L.  D.S. 

Miss  I.  Halsall,  L. D.S.  (till  June  30th,  1935). 

Miss  F.  M.  Macdonald,  L. D.S.  (from  Sept.  1st, 
1935). 

George  Raymond,  M.R.C.  S.,  L.  R.C.  P. 


The  following  are  District  Medical  Officers  under  the  Poor  Law  Acts  and  Public  Vaccinators  : — 
District  ...  Alec.  Barber,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

,,  ...  Arthur  A.  Straton,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 

,,  ...  Arthur  E.  Hay,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

,,  ...  James  Bruce  Williamson,  M.A.,  L.M.S.S.A.,  F.R.  Met.  Soc.  ; F.R.A.S. 

Thomas  Sim,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Aubrey  Alex.  Heathcote,  M.R. C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

A.  H.  Newton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Stanley  Foster,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 

Harold  Y.  Mansfield,  B.A.,  M.D.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Miss  A.  G.  Mitchell,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  Cert. 
Miss  F.  Willis,  S.R.N. 


S.  Emsley,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  F.  I.C.  (Public  Analyst  to 
Southampton  County  Borough) 

R.  Watridge,  Esq.,  B.Sc.,  A.I.C.,  F.I.C. 

The  nurses  of  20  various  District  Nursing  Associations. 


Table  I. — General  Statistics. 


Sanitary  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Area 
in  Acres. 

Population 
at  1931 
Census. 

Registrar 
General’s 
Estimate 
of  Population 
for  1935. 

Structurally 
Separate 
Dwellings 
occupied  at 
1931  Census. 

Number  of 
Families  or  Sep- 
arate Occupiers 
1931  Census. 

Rateable 
Value, 
up  till  April, 
1936. 

Estimated 
Product  of 
xd.  Rate, 
*9  3S-36- 

I.W.  Rural  Dist.  . 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace 

58127 

16538 

15700 

4472 

4533 

105847 

409 

Cowes  U.  D. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace 

5542 

16022 

15210 

4246 

4419 

95562 

358 

Newport  M.B. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Wallace 

15530 

18864 

20040 

4274 

4397 

117721 

455 

Ryde  M.B. 
Sandown-Shanklin 

Dr.  Hayward  Carpenter 

7876 

18472 

17680 

5056 

5210 

136448 

515 

U.D.  

Dr.  Hayward  Carpenter 
(Dr.  R.  T.  Cooke,  \ 

3509 

11615 

10970 

2740 

2839 

1 27620 

501 

Ventnor  U.D. 

until  30th  Aug.  1 

3562 

6943 

6200 

1712 

1750 

62909 

240 

1 Dr.  Hayward  Carpen-  ( 

\ ter,  after  1st  Sept.  ) 

Whole  County 

94146 

88454 

85800 

22500 

23148 

646107 

2478 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  all  Districts — 1935. 


Area. 

Rural 

District. 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Whole 

County. 

England  8c 
Wales  : Rate 
per  1,000. 

(Live)  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

population 

13T 

11 ‘5 

12-5 

9'7 

1L5 

97 

1L5 

147 

No.  of  Live  Births 

205 

175 

251 

172 

126 

57 

986 

Males 

114 

94 

117 

91 

76 

30 

522 

Females 

91 

81 

134 

81 

50 

27 

464 

Legitimate  : Males 

109 

91 

110 

83 

73 

30 

496 

Females 

84 

77 

127 

78 

46 

26 

438 

Illegitimate:  Males 

5 

3 

7 

8 

3 

— 

26 

Females 

7 

4 

7 

3 

4 

1 

26 

No.  of  Stillbirths 

10 

11 

15 

7 

3 

2 

48 

Males 

7 

6 

7 

4 

— 

— 

24 

Females 

3 

5 

8 

3 

3 

2 

24 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births 

46-5 

59  T 

56-4 

39-1 

23'3 

33'9 

46"4 

Legitimate  : Males 

7 

6 

6 

3 

— 

— 

22 

Females 

3 

5 

7 

— 

3 

2 

20 

Illegitimate:  Males 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Females 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Total  No.  of  Deaths 

207 

183 

206 

285 

139 

83 

1103 

Males 

107 

95 

103 

125 

64 

42 

536 

Females 

100 

88 

103 

160 

75 

41 

567 

Crude  death-rate  per  1,000 

13'2 

12’0 

10-3 

16T 

12‘6 

13’4 

12'9 

117 

Comparative  factor 

•73 

•79 

•81 

•69 

•73 

71 

75 

Comparative  death-rate 

9-6 

9'5 

8'3 

111 

9"2 

9-5 

97 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

of  age  per  1,000  live  births 

29-3 

34'3 

35-8 

46‘5 

397 

70'2 

38 '5 

57'0 

Total  Infant  Deaths 

6 

6 

9 

8 

5 

4 

38 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Legiti- 

mate  : Males 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

3 

21 

Females 

3 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

14 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Illigiti- 

mate  : Males 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

Females 

— 

1 

1 

— 



— 

2 

Number  of  Women  dying  in 
or  in  consequence  of  child 
birth — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— | 

2 



— 

2 

(b)  From  other  causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 

1 

0 03 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

0"04 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  En- 

teritis  (under  2 years  of  age) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

57 

Population — 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate 

15700 

15210 

20040 

17680 

10970 

6200 

85800 

The  total  births  numbered  1034  (1030)  and  48  of  these  were  stillbirths  so  the  stillbirth  rate  was  46.4 
per  1,000  total  births,  or  when  calculated  on  total  population  was  0.56  per  1,000  as  against  0.62  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  live  births  numbered  986  which  is  5 more  than  in  the  previous  year  (981)  and  gives  a live 
birth  rate  of  11.5  per  1,000  estimated  population  (11.4).  There  was  an  excess  cf  58  baby  boys,  there  being 
522  boys  born  and  464  girls  ; 6 more  infant  boys  died  than  girls.  38  infants  died  within  the  first  year  of 
life  (40),  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  of  38.5  (40.8)  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  57.0.  Of  the  38  deaths,  35  were  of  legitimate  infants,  i.e. , at  the  rate  of  37.5  per  1000  legitimate  births  ; 
and  three  were  of  illegitimate  infants,  which  among  52  illegitimate  births  gives  a death  rate  of  57.7  per 
1000  illegitimate  births.  (In  the  previous  year  52  illegitimate  infants  were  born  and  5 died).  Twenty-three 
infant  deaths  were  ascribed  to  congenital  debility  and  premature  birth  (28)  and  half  of  the  remainder  were 
caused  by  respiratory  disease — 3 by  pneumonia,  2 by  bronchitis,  1 each  by  influenza  and  other  respiratory 
disease  ; 1 was  caused  by  diarrhoea  and  7 were  due  to  other  causes. 

Further  notes  on  the  mortality  of  infants  and  young  children  are  included  later  in  this  report  in  the  section 
dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  in  the  section  on  Infectious  Diseases  is  a Table  showing  the 
number  of  deaths  from  the  commoner  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  15  years. 

There  were  1103  deaths  during  the  year  which  compares  with  1095,  1218,  and  1190  in  the  three  previous 
years.  The  deaths  outnumbered  the  live  births  by  117  so  the  natural  decrease  of  the  population  was  1.36 
per  1000.  (In  the  previous  year  the  decrease  of  the  population  was  1.3  per  1000  with  an  excess  of  114  deaths 
over  births).  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  Island  was  12.9  per  1000  population  (12.8)  while  the  death  rate 
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for  England  and  Wales  was  11.7  but  these  figures  are  not  comparable  until  allowance  has  been  made  for 
local  differences  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population.  To  make  this  adjustment  the  crude 
rate  12.9  has  to  be  multiplied  by  0.75  giving  a comparative  death  rate  of  9.7  for  the  Island  which  is 
17  per  cent,  below  the  national  average.  The  calculated  birth  and  death  rates  in  the  various  districts  cannot 
be  closely  compared  from  year  to  year  because  of  the  small  populations  involved.  The  deaths  of  persons 
over  64  years  of  age  numbered  674  (677)  and  constituted  61.1  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  (61.8)  and  naturally 
the  diseases  of  the  older  age  periods  cause  here  a higher  proportion  of  the  deaths  than  they  do  in  a 
younger  population.  The  deaths  from  cancer  numbered  148  compared  with  149  and  191  in  the  two  previous 
years.  Influenza  caused  19  deaths  (21)  and  79  were  caused  by  bronchitis,  pneumonia  and  other  respiratory 
diseases  (105).  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  41  deaths  (40)  and  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

14  (13).  Fourteen  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  (8)  and  31  to  other  forms  of  violence  (21).  Diabetes  caused 

15  deaths  (15). 


Table  III. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Administrative  County  During  the  Year  1935,  relating  to 

Civilians  only,  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

0. 

i. 

2 to  4. 

5 to  14. 

15  to  24. 

25  to  44 

45  to  64. 

65  to  74. 

75  & over. 

All 

Cases 

1103 

38 

8 

7 

12 

20 

80 

264 

292 

382 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Influenza  ... 

19 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

5 

4 

5 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

T uberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

41 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

18 

10 

5 

1 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

14 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis 

3 

_ 

2 

1 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

148 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

56 

57 

29 

14 

Diabetes 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

6 

2 

4 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

18 

29 

47 

16 

Heart  Disease 

288 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

49 

95 

138 

17 

Aneurysm... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

20 

20 

19 

Bronchitis... 

37 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11 

23 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

32 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

13 

3 

5 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

7 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea,  & c. 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

24 

Appendicitis 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

— 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

7 

5 

7 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

13 

10 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, Premature  Birth,  etc. 

24 

23 

1 

32 

Senility 

61 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

56 

33 

Suicide 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

31 

— 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5 

10 

2 

4 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 

111 

7 

2 

— 

3 

— 

14 

40 

24 

21 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown/.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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Table  IV. — Causes  of  Death  in  the  Districts  During  the  Year  1935,  relating  to  Civilians 

ONLY  AT  ALL  AGES. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural. 

Cowes. 

New- 

port. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Vent- 
no  r. 

TOTALS. 

All 

Causes 

207 

183 

206 

285 

139 

83 

1103 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

— 

-r- 

1 

— 

2 

6 

Influenza 

6 

4 

1 

6 

2 

— 

19 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

6 

8 

5 

10 

6 

6 

41 

10 

System  ... 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 



4 

4 

3 

2 

14 

11 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis... 



_ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

13 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

24 

30 

27 

38 

17 

12 

148 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

6 

2 

2 

4 

— 

15 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

11 

17 

32 

16 

11 

9 

96 

16 

Heart  Disease 

53 

39 

44 

99 

33 

20 

288 

17 

Aneurysm... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

5 

5 

15 

10 

7 

49 

19 

Bronchitis 

8 

10 

9 

6 

3 

1 

37 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

10 

7 

7 

4 

— 

4 

32 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

10 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

3 

2 

3 

3 

2 

2 

15 

23 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

8 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

26 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

O 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

8 

27 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

8 

1 

6 

8 

2 

3 

28 

28 

Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis 

5 

10 

3 

10 

5 

1 

34 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation, Premature  Birth,  etc. 

6 

5 

5 

2 

3 

3 

24 

32 

Senility 

10 

8 

20 

8 

11 

4 

61 

33 

Suicide 

2 

2 

5 

2 

2 

1 

14 

34 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

5 

7 

9 

6 

3 

1 

31 

35 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

32 

12 

13 

36 

14 

4 

111 

36 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  health  services  provided  in  this  area  remain  the  same  as  have  been  described  in  the  reports 
for  1930  and  subsequent  years. 

National  Health  Insurance. — The  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Insurance 
Committee’s  Register  in  1935  averaged  31,206  against  30,437  in  1934  and  30,548  in  1933. 

Local  Government  Act,  1929. — No  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  medical  services  transferred  to 
the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act.  In  December,  1934,  a scheme  was  approved  under  which 
patients  requiring  hospital  treatment  at  Parkhurst  could  be  admitted  through  your  Committee  and  apart 
from  the  Poor  Law,  although  the  Infirmary  and  Institution  remained  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee.  Two  patients  were  admitted  under  this  scheme  during  December,  1934,  and  one  of 
these  died  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  leaving  one  patient  in  residence  on  January  1st  : 24  patients  were 
admitted  during  1935,  18  were  discharged,  5 died  and  2 were  in  the  Infirmary  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  the 
26  patients  admitted,  17  were  required  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  their  treatment,  their  contributions 
varying  between  7/-  per  week  and  35/-,  4 were  members  of  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  .County  Hospital 
Contributory  scheme  and  the  Contributory  fund  paid  6/-  per  day  for  these  ; and  5 patients  were  unable  to 
make  any  contribution. 

Various  structural  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  Infirmary  including  the  building  of  a new 
Kitchen,  a new  Nurses’  Home  and  a new  Mortuary,  and  the  old  “Isolation”  Pavilion  has  been  altered  and 
improved.  The  Public  Assistance  Committee  decided  also  to  re-name  the  Infirmary  and  in  future  it  is  to  be 
known  as  “St.  Mary’s  Hospital,”  Parkhurst. 
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Poor  Law  Medicai  Out-Relief. — No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  administration  of  Poor  Law 
Medical  out-relief  since  the  transfer  of  the  service  to  the  Council.  The  number  of  persons  in  receipt 
of  poorjrelief'in  the  Isle  of  Wight  in  December  for  each  of  the  last  10  years,  was  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Indoor,  f 

Outdoor.* 

Total. 

1926 

394 

990 

1384 

1927 

371 

801 

1172 

1928 

341 

672 

1013 

1929 

352 

632 

984 

1930 

354 

564 

923 

1931 

360 

822 

1182 

1932 

350 

912 

1262 

1933 

332 

916 

1248 

1934 

316 

947 

1263 

1935 

332 

984 

1316 

tThese  figures  do  not  include  the  certified  mental  defectives  receiving  institutional 
treatment.  In  1935  these  numbered  39. 

*These  figures  include  boarded  out  children, — 17  in  1935  ; and  also  persons  in  other 
areas  getting  out-door  relief, — 31  in  1935. 


Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives.  — Schemes  for  providing  more 
accommodation  at  Parkhurst  have  been  considered  by  the  Public  Assistance  and  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Committees  in  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Control  but  no  alteration  has  yet  been  made  in  their 
accommodation. 

Hospital  Services  and  Clinics. — The  three  following  Tables  show  the  clinics  and  treatment  centres  and 
the  hospital  services  available  in  the  Island.  Details  of  the  child  welfare  centres  are  set  out  in  Table  XV. 
in  this  report.  Apart  from  the  Ryde  Centre  where  ante-natal  cases  are  seen,  there  have  been  no  facilities  for 
ante-natal  examination  at  the  welfare  centres  and  very  few  expectant  mothers  have  attended  them,  but 
steps  are  now  being  taken  to  establish  ante-natal  clinics. 

Orthopaedic  cases  can  be  seen  by  arrangement  at  the  Portsmouth  School  Clinic.  The  other  clinics 
are  as  follows  : — 


Situation. 

Accommodation. 

Provided  by 

Ryde 

St.  John’s  Road  School 

• 

2 rooms 

County  Council 

School  Clinics  . < 

Cowes 

Denmark  Road  School 

2 rooms 

y f y > 

1 

, East  Cowes 

Osborne  Road  School 

divided  room 

yy  yy 

Special  School  Clinic 

Newport 

County  Hall 

1 room 

yy  yy 

(eyes)  | 

Ryde* 

School  of  Art 

1 room 

yy  yy 

Tuberculosis 

Newport 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

yy  yy 

Dispensaries 

Havenstreet 

Longford  Sanatorium 

3 rooms 

yy  yy 

Dental  Clinics  for 

Ryde 

School  Clinic 

2 rooms 

yy  yy 

necessitous  mothers 

Treatment  Centre 

Newport 

\ 

County  Hall 

2 rooms 

yy  yy 

for  Venereal  < 

Diseases 

Newport 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

yy  yy 

Mental  Welfare 

' Newport 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

yy  yy 

Clinics 

Ryde 

County  Hospital 

3 rooms 

yy  yy 

Massage  & Electrical 

k Cowes 

f M 

Northwood  House 

2 rooms 

yy  yy 

Island  Branch  British 

Treatment  Clinic 

Newport 

County  Hall 

3 rooms 

Red  Cross  Society 

*Started  1936 


Hospitals. — Particulars  of  the  Hospital  Services  in  the  Island,  Public  and  Voluntary,  are  shown  in  the  following  Tables  : Table  (A). 
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Including  one  bed  in  shelter.  t Including  two  beds  in  shelters. 
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Table  (B). — The  number  of  beds  available  for  various  purposes  in  each  Institution  is  as  follows  : — 


Service. 

Number  of  Beds. 

1 

Institution. 

General  Medical  and/or 

Men. 

Women.  Children. 

Total. 

General  Surgical 

18 

30  16 

64 

Royal  County  Hospital. 

8 

10  5 

23 

Frank  James  Cottage  Hospital,  East  Cowes. 

*4 

5 — 

9 

Arthur  Webster  Memorial  Hospital. 

Children 

lOt 

lOt 

Scio  Hospital. 

Maternity  ... 

— 

9 — 

9 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. 

Venereal  Diseases... 

1 

1 — 

2 

Royal  County  Hospital  when  required. 

Tuberculosis 

88 

69  — 

157 

Royal  National  Hospital. 

6 

15  7 

28 

Longford. 

Chronic  Sick 

55 

73  — 

128 

St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Parkhurst. 

Mental 

123 

216  — 

339 

Whitecroft. 

5 J 

25 

25 

50 

Parkhurst  Institution. 

Mental  Deficiency  ... 

20 

20  — 

f 

40 

Parkhurst  Institution. 

Orthopaedic 

As  required  at 

Some  are  sent  also  to 

Royal  County  Hospital, 

The  Lord  MayorTreloar’s  Hospital,  Alton  ; orto 
Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  London. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

As 

required  at 
and  at 

Royal  County  Hospital  ; 

Frank  James  Cottage  Hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

As 

required  at 

Fairlee  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium... 

As  reauired  at 

Royal  County  Hospital. 

Eye  Diseases 

3 3 

As  required  at 

6 

Royal  County  Hospital  ; 

Frank  James  Cottage  Hospital,  East  Cowes. 

^Including  1 bed  in  shelter.  tTwo  of  these  beds  may  be  used  for  adults. 


The  Ambulance  Facilities  on  the  Island  are  adequate  : — For  infectious  cases  there  are  two 
ambulances  one  at  each  of  the  infectious  diseases  hospitals — at  Fairlee  a motor  ambulance  and  at  Ventnor 
a horse  ambulance.  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  there  are  four  motor  ambulances  ; one  at  the 
County  Hospital,  Ryde,  one  at  Parkhurst  Institution  and  two  belonging  to  the  Island  Branch  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society.  One  of  these  last  is  stationed  at  Mr.  Cheverton’s  Garage  (Telephone  : Newport  401,  or 
telephone  the  police,  Newport  39)  and  the  other  at  Freshwater  (Telephone  : Freshwater  12). 

BLIND  PERSONS’  ACT,  1920. 

There  were  132  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Island  at  the  end  of  1935  (130)  of  whom  none  were  under 
school  age  and  5 were  between  5 and  16  years  of  age.  These  are  sent  to  special  schools  for  the  blind 
by  the  education  authorities  and  older  blind  persons  needing  training  are  also  sent  to  suitable  institutions 
by  the  Higher  Education  Committee.  Two  men  were  under  training  at  Portsmouth  workshops  as  boot 
and  shoe  repairers  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  25  blind  between  the  the  ages  of  16  and  50  years 
and  102  were  over  50  years  of  age.  The  Isle  of  Wight  Society  for  the  Blind  undertakes  the  supervision  of 
these  blind  persons  and  works  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Council  scheme.  Financial  assistance  is 
given  to  those  in  need,  and  a Home  Visitor  teaches  Braille  and  pastime  occupations  to  the  unemployable 
blind.  At  the  end  of  December,  1935,  56  persons  were  in  receipt  of  an  allowance  from  the  Society. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  30  Homes  were  registered  under  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act, 
and  during  the  year  six  applications  for  registration  were  received  and  these  were  all  granted.  Only  three 
of  them  were  fresh  applications,  one  for  a Nursing  Home  able  to  deal  with  medical,  surgical  or  midwifery 
cases  and  the  other  two  sought  registration  for  maternity  cases  only.  Two  were  for  transfers  to  new 
occupiers  of  Homes  already  registered  and  the  third  was  for  the  transfer  of  registration  to  new  premises. 
In  the  cases  of  three  Homes  already  registered  the  certificate  of  registration  was  returned  voluntarily  for 
cancellation  because  these  persons  were  giving  up  work  of  this  nature. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  30  Nursing  Homes  registered  : 9 for  maternity  cases  only,  14  for 
maternity  and  other  patients  and  7 for  non-maternity  cases.  These  Homes  are  regularly  inspected. 
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PUBLIC  EDUCATION  IN  HEALTH. 

Eighteen  lectures  were  given  during  the  year  by  the  medical  staff  on  various  health  matters,  7 of  these 
being  to  Women’s  Institutes.  Most  of  these  lectures  were  on  Nutrition. 


WATER. 

Mr.  E,  A.  Sandford  Fawcett,  C.B.,  M.Inst.,  C.E.,  submitted  in  August,  1935,  his  special  report  on 
the  Water  Supplies  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.  This  report  had  been  called  for  by  the  Council  to  help  in 
reaching  a decision  regarding  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  establishing  a Water  Board  for  the  Island 
and  it  was  circulated  to  the  various  local  authorities  some  of  whom  were  in  favour  of  setting  up  a Water 
Board  and  others  being  opposed  to  this.  After  inspecting  the  sources  of  supply,  Mr.  Fawcett  submitted  an 
interim  report  in  October,  1934,  but  deferred  submitting  his  complete  report  until  the  full  effects  of  the  drought 
on  the  yields  of  the  various  sources  could  be  ascertained.  As  a result  of  his  investigations,  Mr.  Fawcett 
while  considering  that  closer  co-operation  between  the  public  waterworks  would  be  advantageous  advised 
against  the  formation  of  a Joint  Water  Board  for  the  Island  and  he  concludes  his  report  with  a statement 
that  in  his  opinion  “ the  water  resources  of  the  Island  as  a whole  are  adequate  not  only  for  the  present 
but  for  all  probable  future  requirements,  and  that  with  the  exceptions  I have  pointed  out  where  improvements 
are  required,  the  various  local  supplies  can  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory.” 

At  the  time  when  your  Committee  considered  Mr.  Fawcett’s  report,  various  improvements  were  being 
carried  out  in  some  of  the  supplies  and  your  Committee  decided  therefore  to  defer  further  consideration 
of  the  matter. 

The  Regional  Water  Committee  met  once  during  the  year.  With  very  few  exceptions  the  schemes  for 
improving  the  supplies  have  been  carried  out  without  any  reference  to  the  Regional  Committee. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Table  V. — Showing  the  Number  of  Samples  from  each  Area  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  Analysis  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 


District. 

New  Milk. 

Other  Samples. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Arreton 

5 (Id) 

5 

Bembridge 

1 

— 

1 

Binstead 

3 

— 

3 

Bonchurch 

3 (2a) 

— 

3 

Fined  and  15/-  costs.  2nd  offence  dismissed 

Brading 

1 

— 

1 

on  a technicality. 

Calbourne 

2 (Id) 

— 

2 

Carisbrooke 

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Cowes 

2 

6 

8 

East  Cowes 

2 (Id) 

4 

6 

Freshwater 

10  (2d) (2a) 

3 

13 

Fined  ^,3  and  15/-  costs.  and  15/-  costs. 

Godshill 

2 (Id) 

1 

3 

(Same  Vendor.) 

Gurnard 

3 (Id) 

— 

3 

Newport 

3 

2 

5 

Porchfield 

2 (Id) 

— 

2 

Ryde 

13  (2d) 

7 

20 

Sandown 

11  (2d) 

4 

15 

Seaview 

1 

— 

1 

Shalfleet 

3 (3d) 

— 

3 

Shanklin 

7 (3d) 

2 

9 

Shorwell 

1 (Id) 

— 

1 

Totland 

3 (2d) 

1 

4 

Ventnor 

2 

8 (2a) 

10 

Cases  dismissed.  (Same  Vendor). 

Whitwell 

1 

— 

1 

Wootton 

5 (2d) 

— 

5 

Wroxall 

2 

1 

3 

Yarmouth 

2 (Id) 

2 

4 

91  (25d)  (4a) 

41  (2a) 

132 

(a)  Adulterated.  (d)  Dirty. 


During  the  calendar  year,  the  Public  Analyst  examined  132  samples  in  accordance  with  the  Food 

6 Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928.  91  of  these  were  samples  of  milk,  8 of  butter,  8 of  cheese,  11  of  lard, 

7 of  margarine  and  7 of  sausages. 
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The  non-milk  samples  were  satisfactory  except  one  of  the  samples  of  margarine  which  was  rancid  on 
delivery  and  three  samples  of  sausages  which  were  found  to  contain  preservative.  One  contained  sulphur 
dioxide  in  permissible  amount,  viz.,  280  parts  per  million  and  the  presence  of  preservative  was  declared 
according  to  regulation.  Two  other  samples  of  sausages  contained  boric  acid,  a preservative  which  is 
prohibited.  The  quantity  of  boric  acid  was  0.11  per  cent,  and  0.10.  These  two  samples  were  sold  by  the 
same  vendor.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  and  the  cases  were  dismissed  with  a caution. 

The  Public  Analyst  reports  generally  that  the  milk  samples  have  been  exceptionally  good,  both  the  fat 
and  non-fatty  solids  being  well  above  the  general  average.  Of  the  91  samples  examined,  87  were  first 
samples  and  only  two  of  them  were  certified  to  be  below  the  minimum  standard  fixed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  i.e.,  2.3  per  cent,  of  the  first  samples  (2.4  per  cent,  in  1934).  In  each  of  these 
cases,  second  samples  were  taken  and  they  also  proved  to  be  below  the  Ministry’s  minimum.  Third  samples 
were  certified  to  be  genuine.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken.  In  one  case  the  vendor  was  fined  and  15/- 

costs  in  respect  of  one  sample  and  the  second  offence  was  dismissed  on  a technicality.  In  the  other  case  the 
vendor  was  fined  jQ 3 and  15/-  costs  on  the  one  sample  and  £.\  and  15/-  costs  on  the  second  sample.  26  of 
the  91  milk  samples  contained  a visible  quantity  of  dirty  debris,  half  of  them  in  marked  amount. 


Milk  (Special  Designations  Order),  1922  and  1923, — Throughout  the  year  there  were  two  farmers 
holding  licences  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  as  producers  and  distributors  : the  one  of  Certified  Milk  and  the 
other  of  Grade  A.  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  No  additions  were  made  to  this  class  of  producer  during 
the  year. 

Under  tbe  County  Council,  two  farmers  were  licensed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  as  producers  and 
distributors  of  Grade  A Milk  and  47  additional  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  producers  making  a 
total  of  49.  One  producer’s  licence  was  cancelled  because  successive  samples  were  found  not  to  conform 
with  the  prescribed  standard  of  cleanliness  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  48  producers  licences  in 
force,  four  of  these  holding  also  distributors  licences.  In  connection  with  these  Grade  A licences,  the  Public 
Analyst  reported  on  111  samples,  of  which  92  complied  with  the  prescribed  standard  and  19  did  not. 
In  all  cases  where  the  sample  was  below  the  prescribed  standard  the  producers  were  informed  and  the 
Agricultural  Education  Officer  made  a friendly  visit  to  advise  the  farmer  regarding  his  methods,  etc.  Further 
samples  taken  subsequently  were  found  to  comply  with  the  required  standard  except  in  the  one  case 
already  mentioned. 

A Clean  Milk  Competition  was  held  again  in  1935  by  the  Agricultural  Education  Sub-Committee.  This 
was  the  fifth  competition  of  the  kind  held  by  that  Committee  and  it  attracted  an  entry  of  41  competitors 
owning  1032  cows.  All  competitors  received  advice  at  the  commencement  and  during  the  course  of  the 
competition  and  in  any  case  of  disappointing  results  the  routine  methods  on  the  farm  were  closely  examined 
and  suggestions  for  improvement  were  made.  44‘6  per  cent  of  the  222  samples  examined  during  the 
competition  period  reached  Grade  A standard  and  generally  the  results  were  considered  by  the  judge  to  be  very 
satisfactory  and  showed  that  the  competitors  had  taken  full  advantage  of  the  sound  advice  given  them  by  the 
Agricultural  Education  Officer. 


Provision  of  Milk  to  School  Children. — It  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  Report  that  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board  had  promoted  a scheme  under  which  children  in  school  could  have  a daily  ration  of  milk  at  half  the  usual 
price  and  it  was  hoped  that  all  the  children  would  participate  in  this  voluntary  scheme  as  this  would  undoubtedly 
raise  the  standard  of  health  in  the  coming  generation.  It  is  disappointing  to  find  that  at  the  beginning  of 
1936,  i.e.,  15  months  after  the  scheme  was  started,  only  30  per  cent  of  the  school  children  in  this  County  were 
taking  advantage  of  it.  The  causes  of  this  failure  are  discussed  in  my  report  to  your  Council’s  Education 
Committee  and  that  Committee  now  has  the  matter  under  consideration.  It  is  referred  to  here  because  it  is  a 
preventive  measure  of  the  first  importance.  Nothing  is  calculated  to  benefit  the  public  health  so  much  as  this 
simple  measure  of  giving  additional  milk  to  every  growing  child  and  in  my  opinion  the  expenditure  which 
would  be  incurred  in  the  free  supply  of  this  milk  would  be  more  than  justified  not  only  in  the  improved  health 
of  the  children  but  in  the  consequent  saving  in  public  expenditure  in  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  and 
other  illnesses.  Local  Education  Authorities  have  power  to  grant  free  milk  only  to  children  who  are  unable 
by  reason  of  lack  of  food  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  education  provided  for  them  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  does  not  go  nearly  far  enough  : every  school  child  ought  to  have  this  additional  milk. 


UNDER  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925,  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  101 
(120)  animals  were  examined  and  reported  upon  by  the  Veterinary  Inspectors.  These  included  88  cows 
in  milk  and  7 other  cows  or  heifers  and  6 other  bovine  animals.  In  2 (1)  cases  in  which  examination 
was  called  for,  the  presence  of  tuberculosis  was  not  confirmed  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeon.  101  animals 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (119),  of  which  5 were  classed  as  tuberculosis  of  the  udder, 
49  were  tuberculous  emaciation,  and  47  other  forms  of  tuberculous  disease. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Table  VI Notifications  made  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  during  the  52  weeks 

ended  28th  December,  1935. 


Isle  of 
Wight 
Rural 
District. 

Cowes. 

Newport. 

Ryde. 

Sandown- 

Shanklin. 

Ventnor. 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

(-) 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

20 

26 

4 

78 

27 

171 

(152) 

Diphtheria 

6 

2 

10 

4 

6 

1 

29 

(24) 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

(4) 

Pneumonia 

1 

4 

8 

n 

z- 

1 

— 

16 

(69) 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

(6) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

3 

7 

1 

— 

14 

(19) 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(-). 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

(9) 

Acute  Polio-encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(1) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(4) 

Erysipelas... 

5 

4 

15 

3 

1 

— 

28 

(26) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

5 

(4) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

12 

12 

9 

22 

11 

6 

72 

(66) 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

5 

4 

9 

4 

2 

27 

(25) 

Totals 

46 

49 

77 

58 

104 

37 

371 

(409) 

The  notifications  of  infectious  disease  to  the  various  medical  officers  of  health  numbered  371  as 
against  409,  243,  250,  300  and  365  in  the  5 previous  years.  There  was  no  case  of  small  pox  for  the  fifth 
successive  year. 

Scarlet  Fever  notifications  numbered  171  as  against  152,  71,  60,  66,  121,  154  and  188  in  the  preceding 
7 years.  The  yearly  average  number  of  cases  for  the  previous  35  years  was  139  ; so  although  the  prevalence 
of  scarlet  fever  has  been  increasing  somewhat  in  the  past  three  years  the  number  of  cases  occurring  now 
is  little  above  our  average.  Half  the  cases  were  notified  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  Nearly 
half  of  the  cases  were  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  district  and  Ventnor  also  with  27  cases  had  more  than  the 
rest  of  the  Island  in  proportion  to  its  population.  Only  four  cases  occurred  in  Ryde.  In  Ventnor  85 
per  cent,  of  the  notified  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  in  the  rest  of  the  Island  63  per  cent. 

The  figures  for  each  district  are  as  follows  : — In  the  Rural  District  16  cases  were  notified  and  9 of  these 
were  removed  to  hospital  : in  Cowes  there  were  20  notifications,  10  admissions  to  hospital  : in  Newport  26 
notifications,  23  admissions  : in  Sandown-Shanklin  78  and  47  : in  Ryde  4 and  2 and  in  Ventnor  27 
notifications  and  23  admissions.  The  disease  has  continued  mild  in  type  ; there  was  one  death  only  of 
a patient  age  51  in  the  Sandown-Shanklin  district. 


Erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever  are  like  scarlet  fever  caused  by  a streptococcus  but  these  diseases  do 
not  seem  to  occur  more  frequently  in  the  districts  where  scarlet  is  prevalent.  There  were  28  notifications 
of  erysipelas  (26)  of  which  15  were  in  Newport.  Nineteen  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal  pyrexia 
occurred  (25)  of  which  10  were  in  Ryde,  3 each  in  Sandown-Shanklin,  Newport  and  the  Rural  District  and 
none  in  Cowes  and  Ventnor.  It  should  be  noted  however  that  of  the  10  Ryde  notifications,  6 were  from  the 
County  Hospital  and  three  of  these  were  not  residents  of  Ryde.  (See  section  on  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare.) 

There  were  29  notifications  of  diphtheria  (24)  of  which  10  occurred  in  Newport.  Of  the  2 deaths  from 
diphtheria,  one  was  in  the  Rural  District  and  one  in  Sandown-Shanklin.  During  the  last  10  years  there  have 
been  only  15  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  the  Island.  Preventive  inoculation  against  diphtheria  is  not 
practised  in  the  Island. 


Four  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  : 2 in  Newport  and  1 each  in  Ventnor  and  in  Ryde.  The  Ryde 
notification  was  from  the  County  Hospital  of  a Freshwater  patient  suffering  from  paratyphoid.  He  died 
from  peritonitis  and  has  not  been  included  by  the  Registrar  General  as  a death  from  enteric  fever. 
One  of  the  Newport  cases  was  typhoid  fever  and  the  remaining  two  cases  were  paratyphoid  : they  recovered. 


There  were  32  deaths  from  pneumouia  all  forms  (40)  and  19  from  influenza  (21).  Only  primary 
pneumonia  and  influenzal  pneumonia  are  notifiable  and  of  these  two  forms  of  pneumonia,  16  notifications 
wrere  received  (69).  Influenza  was  not  prevalent  during  1935. 

No  cases  were  reported  of  the  notifiable  diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system  but  one  death  was 
caused  by  encephalitis  lethargica. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  certain  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  15  years. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

etc.. 

Under  2 yrs. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Pneumonia. 

Influenza. 

5 years. 

1921  — 1925  

8 

15 

14 

38 

38 

4 

13 

197 

170 

1926—1930  

2 

8 

21 

27 

29 

3 

15 

216 

220 

1931 

— 

3 

— 

4 

1 

— 

2 

21 

28 

1932  

— 

1 

1 

2 

7 

— 

1 

41 

58 

1933  

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

3 

38 

65 

1934  

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

— 

4 

40 

21 

1935  

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

32 

19 

Total  1931  — 1935-.. 

3 

7 

7 

13 

11 

2 

11 

172 

191 

Five  cases  of  opthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  (4)  ; all  recovering  completely. 


Cases. 

Year. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

Vision 

un-impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

At  Home. 

In  Hospital. 

1935 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Vaccination. — Table  VI I.  sets  out  the  vaccination  returns  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 
No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox 
Prevention  Regulations,  1917). 


Year. 

1 

Births 

Registered. 

2 

Vaccinated. 

3 

Insusceptible. 

4 

Dead. 

Un  vaccinated. 

5 

Conscientious 

Objection. 

6 

Postponed. 

Removed. 

8 

Unaccounted 

Percentage  not 
Vaccinated,  i.e. 

Columns 

5,  6,  7,  and  8. 

1931 

1095 

342 

4 

25 

660 

10 

16 

38 

66  T 

1932 

1034 

309 

1 

27 

623 

19 

13 

42 

67’5 

1933 

1081 

309 

3 

43 

682 

5 

28 

11 

67  T 

1934 

960 

300 

1 

26 

567 

13 

30 

23 

65'9 

1935 

981 

256 

— 

37 

612 

14 

41 

20 

70'0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Table  VIII. — Showing  the  Number  of  New  Cases  and  the  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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The  new  cases  shown  in  Table  VIII.  include  all  the  primary  notifications  and  also  any  new  cases 
coming-  otherwise  to  the  notice  of  the  medical  officer  during  the  year.  These  last  numbered  26,  8 being 
transfers  from  other  areas  and  the  death  returns  giving  the  first  information  in  IS.  The  primary  notifications 
numbered  91  making  up  the  total  of  117  “new”  cases  (101  in  1934,  81  in  1933,  112  in  1932  and  118  in  1931). 
81  of  them  suffered  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (71),  and  36  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (30).  The 
deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  55  (53).  41  of  these  deaths  were  caused  by  pulmonary  tuberculosis 

26  males  and  15  females,  and  14  by  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  These  figures  show  that  there  has  been 

a rise  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis,  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  and  the  number  of 

deaths  also  is  not  lower  than  in  the  previous  year.  Slight  variations  from  year  to  year  are  inevitable 

when  dealing  with  small  numbers.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  5 yearly  period  1931  — 1935  is  less  than 

in  any  similar  period  tor  which  we  have  records. 


Yearly  average  number  of  deaths  from 

Total. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- Pulmonary. 

tuberculosis  for  the  quinquennium. 

1901—5 

138 

114 

24 

1906—10  

131 

100 

31 

1911  — 15 

86 

73 

13 

1916—20 

85 

73 

12 

1921—25  

89 

75 

14 

1926—30  

69 

56 

13 

1931—35  

54 

44 

10 

For  the  year  1931 

60 

49 

11 

, , > > > > 1 932 

52 

44 

8 

»»  » 1933  

51 

45 

6 

„ ,,  » 1934  

53 

40 

13 

>>  »»  )i  1935 

55 

41 

14 

The  deaths  of  unnotified  persons  numbered  as  many  as  18,  6 in  Ventnor,  4 in  Ryde,  3 in  Newport,  2 each 
In  Cowes  and  the  Rural  District  and  1 in  Sandown.  Nine  were  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  nine 
non-pulmonary.  Enquiries  are  always  made  in  these  cases  to  find  out  the  reason  why  notification  was 
not  made  ; in  7 cases  the  doctors  in  attendance  understood  that  the  case  had  already  been  notified  and  in  4 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  doubtful  until  the  end  ; one  case  of  sudden  death  had  no  doctor  and  the  cause  was 
found  on  post  mortem  examination.  In  2 cases  the  death  occurred  elsewhere  and  was  “transferred”  to  this 
area  as  being  the  permanent  domicile  ; one  death  in  hospital  of  a patient  from  Ireland  could  not  be  transferred 
to  the  place  of  residence  and  in  3 cases  no  information  could  be  obtained.  The  enquiries  showed  again  that 
there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  doctors  here  to  evade  their  obligation  to  notify  ; on  the  contrary  they  are 
constantly  referring  patients  for  examination  and  their  relations  with  the  Public  Health  department  are  cordial. 


Table  IX.  summarises  the  changes  in  the  tuberculosis  register  during  the  calendar  year. 


Number  of  Patients. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

On  Register  at  end  of  1934 

167 

129 

51 

52 

218 

181 

Added  during  1935  (new  cases) .. . 

34 

30 

15 

12 

49 

42 

Cases  removed  from  other  areas 

3 

5 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Old  cases  re-admitted 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Cross  Total 

206 

167 

66 

64 

272 

231 

Removed  to  other  areas  during  1935 

12 

11 

2 

2 

14 

13 

Removed — Diagnosis  unconfirmed 
Removed  from  the  Register  as  being 

3 

1 

3 

— 

6 

1 

“Cured” 

2 

1 

4 

8 

6 

9 

Died  during  1935.  .. 

*21 

*13 

— 

3 

21 

16 

Died  from  other  diseases 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals  to  be  removed  from  Register 

39 

26 

9 

13 

48 

39 

Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1935 

167 

141 

57 

51 

224 

192 

*Tvvo  notified  pulmonary  cases  died  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


The  figures  in  this  table  are  based  on  the  tuberculosis  registers  of  notified  cases  which  are  kept  by 
the  medical  officers  of  health  of  the  sanitary  districts,  so  the  18  deaths  of  unnotified  persons  do  not  appear 
in  the  table  nor  are  transfers  shown  from  one  Island  district  to  another.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
there  were  399  persons  on  the  Island  notified  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  (388).  There  were  added  during 
the  year  the  91  new  cases  (80),  the  8 cases  who  came  here  from  other  areas  and  5 who  had  previously 
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been  taken  off  the  registers  as  having  left  the  Island  or  lost  sight  of.  27  patients  removed  to  other  areas  (19), 
38  died  during  the  year  (45),  1 of  these  from  a cause  apart  from  tuberculosis,  and  22  were  taken  off  the 
registers  (18),  the  reason  being  in  15  cases  because  they  were  cured  and  in  7 because  the  diagnosis  was 
not  confirmed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  therefore  416  names  remained  on  the  register. 

1439  observation  and  nursing  visits  were  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  by  the  district  nurses  for  the 

12  months  ended  31st  December,  1935  (2043).  The  Council  pays  at  the  rate  of  Is.  for  each  health 

visit  and  for  certain  nursing  visits  in  approved  cases  and  the  expenditure  under  this  heading  amounted 
to  4,59  16s.  Od.  (;£53  6s.  0d.). 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Council’s  tuberculosis  scheme.  Patients  suffering  or  suspected 

to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  examined  at  the  dispensary  behind  the  County  Hall  on  Tuesday 

and  Saturday  mornings  from  10  o’clock,  no  appointments  being  necessary.  When  patients  cannot  attend 
then,  they  are  given  a special  appointment  or  are  visited  at  home.  76  per  cent,  of  the  notified  patients  are 
under  observation  at  the  dispensary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  316  patients  on  the  dispensary 
books,  223  of  whom  were  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  93  from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 
52  were  children  under  15  years  of  age  and  264  were  adults.  In  addition,  41  persons  were  under 
observation  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  : making  a total  of  357  on  the  dispensary 
books  (330). 


Table  X.  shows  the  Dispensary  Work  compared  with  previous  Years. 


Year. 

New  Persons 
examined. 

Dispensary 

Attendances. 

Home  Visits. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Sputum. 

For  Tuberculosis 
Officer. 

For  Medical 
Practitioners. 

1931 

199 

337 

266 

62 

135 

1932  

203 

389 

228 

72 

141 

1933  

188 

380 

188 

50 

178 

1934  

246 

435 

231 

54 

162 

1935  

323 

615 

255 

99 

191 

The  figures  in  this  Table  show  that  more  work  was  done  in  connection  with  tuberculosis  than  in  previous 
years  and  this  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  113  contacts  were  examined  as  against  56  in  1934. 
93  of  these  were  children  and  20  were  adults.  Two  children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis, 
1 a girl  with  pulmonary  disease  and  the  other  a boy  with  tuberculous  glands.  Seven  patients  were  transferred 
from  other  areas  and  203  persons  were  referred  by  their  private  doctors  for  diagnosis  or  treatment  of  whom 
137  were  adults  and  66  were  children.  Forty-four  of  the  adults  were  tuberculous  (24  men  and  20  women) 
and  13  of  the  children  (8  boys  and  5 girls)  ; 39  suffered  trom  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  18  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  whom  6 were  adults  (3  men  and  3 women)  and  12  were  children  (8  boys 
and  4 girls). 

Patients  needing  X-ray  examination  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  or  treatment  are  referred  for  this  to 
the  Royal  National  Hospital  in  pulmonary  cases  and  for  an  agreed  fee,  a report  is  supplied  with  the 
photograph.  This  arrangement  is  a very  satisfactory  one.  During  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  112 
X-ray  examinations  were  made  against  71  in  the  previous  year.  Much  greater  use  is  made  nowadays  of 
X-ray  examinations  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  it  is  to  be  anticipated  that 
this  work  will  grow  steadily. 

18  sleeping  shelters  are  now  in  use,  a few  of  these  in  the  grounds  of  Longford  Sanatorium  and  the 
others  loaned  to  patients  for  their  use  in  their  own  gardens. 

During  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1935,  a daily  ration  of  milk  was  given  to  12  patients  for 
periods  varying  from  3 to  52  weeks.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  4 patients  were  receiving  grants,  8 were 
added  during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  7 were  in  receipt  of  milk.  The  cost  of  this  extra  nourishment 
was  ^30  17s.  7d.  (£\9  11s.  2d.  in  the  previous  year). 


Table  XI. — Showing  the  Total  Number  of  Patients  treated  at  various  Sanatoria  and 

Hospitals  during  1935. 


Sanatorium  or  Hospital 

Resident  at 
beginning  of 
year 

Admitted 
during  year 

Discharged 
during  year 
(inc.  Deaths) 

Remaining 
end  of  year 

Longford  Sanatorium 

24 

63 

60 

27 

Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 

2 

4 

— 

6 

Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor 

1 

2 

3 

— 

Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Oxford 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

27 

70 

63 

34 

15 


Residential  Treatment.  From  Table  XI.  it  will  be  seen  that  of  70  patients  admitted  to  institutions 
during  the  year  (89),  63  were  to  Longford  Sanatorium  (86).  It  is  for  the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
that  the  great  majority  of  patients  require  residential  treatment  and  this  is  given  at  Longford  except  for  those 
few  who  need  some  special  form  of  treatment  or  investigation  that  is  not  provided  there  ; these  are  sent  to  the 
Royal  National  Hospital,  Ventnor,  where  2 patients  were  admitted  during  the  year  : one  was  already  there 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  all  3 were  discharged  before  the  31st  December. 

At  the  Alton  Hospital  there  were  2 children  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  treatment  for  tuberculosis 
of  the  spine  and  4 were  admitted  during  the  year — 2 with  tuberculosis  of  the  spine,  one  with  hip  joint  disease 
and  one  for  observation  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis.  None  of  these  were  discharged  during  the  year. 
The  patient  in  the  Wingfield-Morris  Orthopaedic  Hospital  suffered  from  tuberculosis  of  the  spine  with 
extensive  paralysis. 

Further  details  of  the  patients  treated  at  Longford  Sanatorium  are  as  follows  : -- 


Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

In  residence  on  December  31st,  1934 

12 

4 

8 

24 

Admitted  during  the  year  ... 

16 

17 

30 

63 

Discharged  during  the  year 

15 

10 

28 

53 

Died  during  the  year 

5 

2 

— 

7 

In  residence  December  31st,  1935 

8 

9 

10 

27 

Of  the  53  persons  discharged  during  the  year,  28  had  been  admitted  for  diagnosis  (6  adults  and  22 
children).  Only  1 of  these  was  considered  on  discharge  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis — a child 
with  pulmonary  disease.  The  average  duration  of  stay  of  the  53  persons  discharged  was  148.2  days  (81.  in 
1934,  104.4  in  1933,  94.6  in  1932  and  100.6  in  1931),  but  this  includes  those  already  mentioned  as  not 
tubercular. 

The  other  25  tuberculous  patients  remained  in  the  institution  for  239.9  days  on  the  average  (112.6)  12  of 
them  were  men,  7 were  women  and  6 were  children.  In  4 cases  (4  men)  the  disease  was  classified  as 
quiescent  on  discharge  ; the  other  21  patients  still  had  active  disease  although  many  of  them  had  improved. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  average  stay  of  the  patients  in  the  Sanatorium  has  been  much  longer  than 
before.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  inclusion  in  the  figures  of  two  patients  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the 
spine  and  in  these  treatment  must  always  be  lengthy  ; they  had  been  in  the  Sanatorium  for  824  and  518 
days  respectively  and  both  were  discharged  with  the  disease  quiescent.  The  pulmonary  cases  also  are 
remaining  for  longer  periods  ; this  is  satisfactory  because  in  the  past  a good  many  patients  have  gone  home 
before  obtaining  the  maximum  benefit.  Tuberculosis  is  a chronic  disease  and  even  in  early  cases,  pulmonary 
disease  requires  prolonged  treatment  if  the  patient  is  to  have  a reasonable  chance  of  permanent  recovery. 

The  Sanatorium  beds  were  more  fully  occuipied  during  1935  than  in  any  previous  year,  the  number 
of  patient  weeks  amounting  to  1496  as  against  1271  and  992  in  the  two  previous  years.  This  means  that 
an  average  of  29  patients  have  been  resident  throughout  the  year.  Officially  there  are  but  28  beds  in  the 
Sanatorium,  20  for  adults  and  8 for  children  and  it  is  because  some  sleeping  shelters  are  in  use  in  the 
grounds  that  this  official  number  has  been  exceeded.  The  cost  of  treatment  per  patient  week  averaged 

16s.  4d.  for  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March  and  the  patients’  contributions  averaged  4/9,  compared 
with  jQ2  6s.  7d.  and  4/9  for  the  previous  year  and  £ 2 11s.  5d.  and  7/-  for  the  year  ending  March,  1934. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  was  first  undertaken  by  the  Council  in  November,  1917,  when 
a treatment  Centre  was  established  at  the  Royal  Isle  of  Wight  County  Hospital  at  Ryde.  The  journey  to 
Ryde  was  rather  lengthy  and  inconvenient  from  some  parts  of  the  Island  and  therefore  another  Treatment 
Centre  was  opened  in  the  clinic  behind  the  County  Hall,  Newport,  in  August,  1923.  A weekly  session  for 
men  and  for  women  was  held  at  each  of  these  centres  but  the  numbers  attending  were  few  and  your 
Committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  extent  to  which  they  were  used  did  not  justify  the  continuance 
of  the  two  centres  and  the  one  at  the  County  Hospital  was  therefore  discontinued  at  the  end  of  June,  1935. 
There  is  now  only  the  one  Centre  in  use  at  the  County  Hall.  This  is  conveniently  situated  and  can  be 
reached  readily  from  any  part  of  the  Island.  The  weekly  sessions  for  men  and  for  women  are  held  in  the 
evenings  for  the  convenience  of  patients  who  are  at  work,  and  the  present  arrangements  are  adequate  to 
deal  with  all  the  patients  who  need  treatment.  When  this  service  was  first  started,  the  Centre  at  the 
County  Hospital  was  attended  by  a part  time  medical  officer  specially  appointed  for  this  purpose,  but, 
since  January  1923,  the  medical  attendance  has  been  given  by  a member  of  your  Council’s  public  health 
staff  and  as  from  the  end  of  1935  when  a woman  medical  officer  joined  the  staff,  she  is  in  charge  of  the 
women’s  department. 

The  work  done  in  1935  is  summarised  in  Table  XII.  which  shows  that  28  patients  were  under  treatment 
on  the  1st  January:  during  the  year  100  persons  attended  for  diagnosis  or  treatment  of  whom  3 were  old 
patients,  16  were  cases  transferred  from  other  treatment  centres  and  81  were  new  attendances.  Fifty-three 
of  these  last  were  not  suffering  from  venereal  disease  and  of  the  remaining  28,  14  had  syphilis  and 
14  gonorrhoea.  At  the  end  of  the  year  22  patients  were  under  treatment  of  whom  19  had  syphilis 
and  3 gonorrhoea.  The  number  of  out  patient  attendances  to  see  the  medical  officers  was  539  in  the  year 
as  against  498  in  1934  and  728,  775,  and  817  in  the  three  preceding  years. 
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Table  XII Relating  to  all  Persons  who  were  Treated  at  the  Treatment  Centres  at  Ryde 

and  at  Newport  during  the  Year  ended  the  31st  December,  1935. 


Syphilis 

Soft  Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other 
than  Venereal 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

1.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  1st  Jan., 
1935,  were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for 

16 

9 

2 

l 

18 

10 

2.  Old  patients  re-admitted  during  year 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

l 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3.  No.  dealt  with  during  the  year  in 
the  out-patient  Clinic  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering 
from... 

10 

4 

10 

4 

31 

22 

51 

30 

4.  No.  of  cases  transferred  from  other 
areas 

7 

3 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

11 

5 

Total 

33 

18 

— 

— 

16 

8 

31 

22 

80 

48 

5.  No.  of  cases  discharged  from  the 
out-patient  Clinic  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure 

1 

1 

5 

31 

22 

37 

23 

6.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
the  out-patient  Clinic  before  com- 
pletion of  treatment  for  ... 

2 

3 

2 

1 

4 

4 

7.  No.  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
after  completion  of  treatment,  but 
before  final  tests  as  to  cure  of 

5 

4 

1 

6 

4 

8.  No.  of  cases  transferred  to  other 
Treatment  Centres  or  to  care  of 
Private  Practitioners 

13 

3 

8 

4 

21 

7 

9.  No.  of  cases  who,  on  the  31st  Dec., 
1935,  were  under  treatment  or 
observation  for 

12 

7 







3 





12 

10 

Total — Items  5,  6,  7,  8 & 9 ... 

33 

18 

— 

— 

16 

8 

31 

22 

80 

48 

10-  Out-patient  attendances — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  by 
the  Medical  Officer 

209 

139 

90 

29 

46 

26 

345 

194 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment 
e.g. , irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 





_ 

_ 

416 

49 

_ 



416 

49 

11.  Aggregate  No.  of  “In-patient  days” 
of  treatment  given  to  persons  who 
were  suffering  from 

— 

— 

— 

— 

132 

— 

— 

— 

132 

For  detection  of 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other  Organisms 

Reaction 

12.  Examination  of  Pathological  material — 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  examined  at,  and  by 

the  Medical  Officer  of,  the  Treatment  Centre 

(b)  Specimens  from  persons  attending  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved  laboratory 

— 

58 

— 

62 

A.  No.  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with  during  the  year  at,  or  in  connection  with,  the  out-patient 
Clinic  for  the  first  time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from — 


Isle  of 

London. 

Birm- 

Ports- 

East 

Aus- 

Totals. 

Wight. 

ingham. 

mouth. 

Sussex. 

tralia. 

Syphilis... 

22 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

24 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

15 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

20 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

53 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

53 

90 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

97 

B. 

Total  No.  of  attendances  at  the 

out-patient  Clinic  of  all  patients 
residing  in  each  area 

961 

25 

1 

4 

3 

10 

1004 

C. 

Aggregate  No.  of  “ In-patient 
days”  (one  patient  in  a London 

hospital) 

132 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

132 

124  injections  were  given  of  arsenobenzine  compounds  (87)  and  265  of  bismuth  preparations  (200). 
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CANCER. 

Island  patients  requiring  radium  treatment  are  able  to  get  this  at  the  National  Radium  Centre  which 
has  been  established  at  the  Royal  South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hospital.  During  1935  nineteen  patients 
were  referred  for  radium  treatment.  In  3 of  these  radium  treatment  was  considered  inadvisable  and 
16  received  either  in-patient  or  out-patient  treatment,  15  of  them  at  the  Southampton  Hospital  and  one  for 
a special  reason  at  the  Mount  Vernon  Hospital,  Northwood,  Middlesex.  In  addition  to  these,  5 patients 
who  had  received  treatment  previously  attended  again  during  the  year  at  Southampton  and  one  received 
special  treatment  in  the  St.  Mary  Abbott’s  Hospital,  Kingston.  The  out-patient  attendances  numbered  51, 
and  153  days’  in-patient  treatment  was  provided  in  respect  of  13  patients.  The  total  cost  amounted  to 
jQ9 7 11s.  lOd.  of  which  ATI  18s.  lOd.  was  repaid  by  the  patients. 


The  following  Table  shows  in  5 yearly  periods  the  proportion  which  the  cancer  deaths  bear  to  the 
total  deaths  of  persons  over  45  years  of  age. 


5 Yearly  Periods. 

Deaths  trom 

Total  Deaths. 

a'l  Causes. 

Deaths  over  45 
years  of  age. 

Deaths  due 
to 

Cancer. 

Percentage 
which  the  figures 
in  Column  (3) 
bear  to 
Column  (2). 

(>) 

(2) 

(3) 

1916—1920  ... 

5660 

3901 

604 

15  2 

1921  — 1925  ... 

5417 

4182 

732 

175 

1926  — 1930  ... 

5620 

4537 

799 

176 

1931  — 1935  ... 

5753 

4895 

823 

168 

Year  1931  ... 

1147 

980 

164 

,,  1932  ... 

1190 

1012 

171 

,,  1933  ... 

1218 

1037 

191 

,,  1934  ... 

1095 

928 

149 

,,  1935  ... 

1103 

938 

148 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY. 

In  February,  1927,  a bacteriological  laboratory  was  established  at  the  County  Hall  for  the  examination  of 
specimens  of  public  health  importance.  Prior  to  this,  sputum  specimens  had  been  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 
and  the  additional  facilities  provided  have  proved  to  be  of  the  greatest  service.  The  extent  to  which  the 
laboratory  has  been  used  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

Sputum  for 
Tubercle 
Bacilli. 

Swabs  for 
Diphtheria 
Bacilli. 

Other 

Specimens. 

Total. 

1927 

234 

272 

58 

564 

1928 

269 

266 

66 

601 

1929 

270 

578 

121 

969 

1930 

272 

562 

147 

981 

1931 

197 

377 

154 

728 

1932 

213 

206 

167 

586 

1933 

228 

238 

174 

640 

1934 

216 

242 

136 

594 

1935 

290 

329 

153 

772 

Of  the  772  specimens  examined  in  1935,  the  number  sent  in  from  each  sanitary  district  was  approximately 
as  follows  : — Cowes  116,  Newport  210,  Ryde  106,  Sandown-Shanklin  44,  Ventnor  44,  and  the  Rural 
District  109  ; there  were  54  specimens  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  28  from  Longford  Sanatorium  and 
61  from  the  venereal  disease  treatment  centres. 
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Further  details  of  the  772  examinations  are  as  follows  : — 


Total  number  of 
specimens  examined. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Sputum  for  tubercle  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners 

191 

31 

160 

For  Tuberculosis  Officers 

99 

21 

78 

Other  fluids  for  tubercle  bacilli 

14 

3 

11 

Swabs  for  diphtheria  bacilli — 

For  Medical  Practitioners 

242 

30 

212 

Others,  i.e. , for  isolation  hospital, 

schools,  etc. 

87 

13 

74 

Bloods  for  Widal  reaction 

19 

3 

16 

Smears,  etc.,  for  Gonococci 

80 

18 

62 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  . 

4 

4 

Other  examinations  ... 

36 

— 

— 

Total 

772 

— 

— 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Maternity  Services. — There  are  midwives  available  in  every  part  of  the  Island  and  in  every  area  except 
East  Cowes  the  district  nurses  act  also  as  midwives.  39  midwives  were  in  regular  practice  during  the  year 
of  whom  26  were  employed  by  the  district  nursing  associations  and  13  were  working  independently  : and  as 
there  were  in  addition  16  midwives  who  practised  for  part  of  the  year  only,  the  total  number  who  notified  their 
intention  to  practice  was  55.  The  County  Council  does  not  employ  any  midwives  but  makes  an  annual  grant 
356)  through  the  County  Nursing  Association  in  respect  of  the  midwifery  service. 

The  County  Association  distributes  £243  5s.  of  this  grant  to  the  district  associations  who  do  midwifery 
work  and  retains  the  balance  for  its  administrative  and  other  expenses.  The  County  Medical  Officer  is  your 
official  inspector  of  midwives  but  the  routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  by  the  County  Nursing  Superin- 
tendent who  made  145  visits  during  the  year,  of  which  89  were  routine  and  56  were  special  visits  of  enquirv. 
Following  on  the  appointment  of  a woman  assistant  medical  officer  your  Committee  has  included  in  this  new 
officer’s  duties  the  routine  inspection  of  midwives. 

With  the  object  of  improving  the  midwifery  service  your  Committee  decided  in  February,  1935,  to  make 
grants  in  respect  of  post  graduate  midwifery  training.  The  grants  have  proved  to  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
cost  not  only  of  the  training  course  but  of  the  “ locum  ” nurse  when  a Nursing  Association  has  found  it 
necessary  to  engage  such  locum  : but  it  is  disappointing  to  report  that  up  till  the  end  of  the  year  only  4 mid- 
wives took  advantage  of  your  Committee’s  offer.  The  grant  is  payable  to  any  midwife  in  practice  on  the 
Island  whether  employed  by  a district  nursing  association  or  engaged  in  private  practice. 

1 

In  1935  there  were  986  live  births  registered  in  the  Island  including  172  in  Ryde,  which  is  the  only  loca 
authority  having  a maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme  apart  from  the  County  Council.  In  addition  there  were 
48  stillbirths  bringing  the  total  number  of  births  to  1034.  A midwife  was  present  in  820  of  them  or  79.3  per 
cent.,  and  so  far  as  our  information  goes  it  appears  that  a doctor  also  was  present  at  276  of  the  820,  so  the 
number  of  births  which  the  midwives  attended  alone  was  544  or  52.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  (55.5). 

The  midwives  notified  14  stillbirths,  3 deaths  of  child  and  1 death  of  mother,  15  artificial  feeding,  6 
performing  last  offices  and  36  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection,  and  they  also  sent  notices  of  having  summoned 
medical  help  in  229  instances.  An  analysis  of  the  229  cases  shows  that  29  were  for  the  child  and  200  for  the 
mother.  Of  these  last,  68  were  for  complications  arising  during  pregnancy  (16  for  miscarriage  or  threatened 
miscarriage  and  52  for  other  causes  during  pregnancy)  ; 116  were  for  causes  arising  during  labour  (28  of  these 
being  for  obstructed  or  delayed  labour,  10  for  haemorrhage,  44  for  ruptured  perineum,  and  34  for  other  causes 
during  labour)  ; and  16  were  for  causes  arising  after  labour. 

In  cases  in  which  medical  help  is  sought  by  a midwife  the  Council  is  liable  for  payment  of  the  doctor’s 
fee,  but  it  is  required  to  recover  the  fee  from  the  patient  except  in  necessitous  cases.  During  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  the  Council  undertook  the  payment  of  the  doctor’s  fee  in  134  such  cases, 
amounting  to  £222  6s.  Od.  Of  these  134  cases  full  liability  was  undertaken  in  92  ; in  36  the  patient  was 
required  to  repay  part  of  the  fee,  and  in  6 to  repay  the  whole  fee.  The  amount  received  during  the  year, 
including  the  arrears  brought  forward,  was  £30  6s.  6d.,  so  the  net  expenditure  under  this  heading  has  been 
£191  19s.  6d. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives  compared  with  previous  years  and 
the  proportion  in  which  medical  help  was  summoned  and  the  number  of  these  paid  for  by  the  Council. 
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Number  of  Births. 

Year. 

Total  Births. 

Attended  by 
Midwives 
(Dr.  also  engaged 
in  some). 

Attended  by 

Mid  wives  alone 
(No  Dr.  present). 

No  summoning 
medical  help. 

Amount  paid  by  Council 
less  repayments  by 
patients. 

Yearly  Average 
1921-25  “ ... 

1311 

912 

723 

108 

% 

£42  9 

9 

1926-30 

1150 

887 

691 

152 

£59  13 

8 

Year 

1931  ... 

1073 

875 

587 

161 

£68  2 

0 

1932  ... 

1112 

856 

594 

173 

£113  2 

6 

1933  ... 

1016 

802 

563 

158 

£92  4 

6 

1934  ... 

1030 

844 

572 

237 

£206  12 

9 

1935  ... 

1034 

820 

544 

229 

£191  19 

6 

* The  figures  are  those  for  the  financial  year  ended  jisl  March. 


Ante-natal  Care. — The  number  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  to  expectant  mothers  by  the  district  nurse  mid- 
wives in  1935  was  4991  (see  Table  XIV).  In  addition  1251  were  paid  by  midwives  in  independent  practice 
making  a total  of  6242  ante-natal  visits.  This  represents  an  average  of  between  7 and  8 visits  to  each  of  the 
midwife’s  cases. 


Maternity  Cases  in  Parkhurst  Infirmary.— Through  your  Committee’s  scheme,  42  patients  were 
admitted  to  the  Maternity  Ward  at  Parkhurst,  as  against  22  in  1934,  13  in  1933,  7 in  1932,  and  4 in  1931. 
Of  the  42  patients,  21  were  normal  confinements  and  21  were  admitted  for  various  abnormalities  including 
2 ante  partum  haemorrhage,  4 placenta  praevia,  1 eclampsia,  4 albuminuria,  3 disproportion,  1 prolonged 
labour  and  6 for  other  complications.  The  two  patients  with  ante  partum  haemorrhage  were  in  hospital  for 
6 days  only,  one  had  a still  born  child,  the  other  returned  home  after  observation  and  was  re-admitted  in 
the  current  year  for  her  confinement.  Apart  from  these  two,  the  average  duration  of  stay  in  hospital  of  the 
other  19  abnormal  cases  was  23’2  days.  In  16,  both  mother  and  child  were  discharged  well  : 2 had  stillborn 
children  and  one  was  transferred  to  another  hospital  for  caesarean  section.  The  21  women  admitted  as 
normal  cases  were  discharged  after  an  average  stay  of  19'7  days,  all  well  and  all  with  live  children. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Five  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified  during  the  year  and  14  of  puerperal 
pyrexia — a total  of  19  (25  in  1934).  Ten  were  in  Ryde,  3 each  in  Newport,  Shanklin  and  the  Rural 
District.  Of  the  10  notifications  from  Ryde,  6 were  made  from  the  County  Hospital,  and  2 of  these 
patients  lived  in  Wroxall,  1 in  Newport  and  3 in  Ryde  ; so  7 of  the  puerperal  cases  resided  in  Ryde.  Of 
the  19  cases  the  pyrexia  followed  confinement  at  home  in  13,  in  4 the  confinement  was  in  the  County 
Hospital  and  in  2 cases  the  confinement  was  in  a Nursing  Home.  One  of  these  last  remained  in  the 
Nursing  Home  and  the  other  was  admitted  to  Fairlee  Fever  Hospital.  Of  the  13  cases  occurring  in  their 
own  homes,  6 remained  at  home,  one  of  these  receiving  antitoxin  from  the  Council’s  stock  ; two  were 
admitted  to  the  County  Hospital  where  one  died  : the  other  was  transferred  to  Fairlee  Hospital  ; and  5 
others  were  admitted  to  Fairlee  Fever  Hospital  but  one  of  them  required  surgical  treatment  and  was 
therefore  transferred  immediately  to  the  County  Hospital  where  she  died.  Of  the  4 cases  where  pyrexia 
followed  confinement  in  the  County  Hospital,  one  proved  fatal.  There  were  thus  3 fatal  cases  at  the 
County  Hospital  all  residents  of  Ryde. 


Of  the  7 patients  admitted  to  Fairlee  Hospital,  one,  as  already  stated,  was  immediately  transferred  to 
the  County  Hospital  : the  other  6 recovered,  their  stay  in  hospital  varying  between  7 and  21  days  and 
averaging  11.5  days.  The  cost  to  your  Council  of  the  patients  treated  at  Fairlee  Hospital  was  ^63  12s-  9d. 
Four  of  these  patients  were  unable  to  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  their  treatment  and  the  other  3 
were  required  to  repay  the  cost  amounting  to  ^36  7s.  lid.  so  the  nett  cost  borne  by  your  Council 
was  ^,27  4s.  lOd. 

Maternal  Deaths. — The  Registrar  General  includes  as  maternal  deaths  only  2 of  the  3 fatal  cases 
of  puerperal  fever  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  because  the  cause  of  death  in  the  third  case  was 
certified  as  septic  peritonitis  and  salpingitis  following  child  birth.  Conditions  apart  from  fever  caused  2 other 
maternal  deaths,  in  one  case  acute  diabetes  and  pregnancy  (East  Cowes  Hospital)  and  in  the  other,  compli- 
cations following  Caesarean  section  (Nursing  Home).  Only  one  of  these  however  is  included  in  the  Registrar 
General’s  maternal  deaths.  Officially  therefore  when  calculated  on  3 deaths,  the  maternal  death  rate  for  the 
whole  Island  was  2.9  per  1000  total  births.  Of  the  5 maternal  deaths  known  to  this  department,  2 were  in 
the  County  maternity  and  child  welfare  area,  1 in  Cowes  and  the  other  in  the  Rural  District.  The  other 
3 were  in  Ryde.  Four  died  in  hospital  and  1 in  a nursing  home. 


Dental  Treatment. — During  the  year  77  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  received  dental  treatment.  Some 
of  these  required  extractions  only,  the  number  of  fresh  applications  for  dentures  during  the  year  being  38 
and  in  addition  7 who  were  provided  with  dentures  in  previous  years  had  these  repaired.  Of  these  45  your 
Committee  required  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  dentures  in  24,  and  in  the  remaining  21  the  financial 
circumstances  were  such  that  no  contribution  was  required.  Fifty-six  individual  dentures  were  supplied 
and  486  attendances  were  made  by  the  mothers. 
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Child  Welfare  . — General  Conditions  : In  this  County  only  a few  mothers  are  employed  away  from 
home  but  in  the  summer  months  visitors  are  taken  in  many  houses  in  the  coast  towns  and  then  the  mothers 
naturally  are  unable  to  devote  their  whole  attention  to  their  own  families.  There  is  no  evidence  however  that 
the  youngest  children  are  not  as  well  cared  for  in  the  summer  as  at  other  times  of  the  year.  On  the  contrary, 
the  low  infant  mortality  rates  indicate  that  the  young  children  do  not  suffer  from  any  lack  of  attention: 
see  Table  XIII  and  the  accompanying  chart.  Of  the  38  infants  who  died  in  1935,  8 were  in  the  Ryde 
Borough  which  is  a separate  authority  for  child  welfare  purposes  and  30  were  in  the  area  administered  by  the 
County  Council.  Excluding  Ryde  the  total  number  of  births  was  855  of  which  823  or  96.25  per  cent,  were 
notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Forty-one  of  them  were  still  births  and  814  were  live  births,  so  the 
infant  mortality  rate  in  this  area  was  36.8  per  1000  live  births.  If  the  figures  for  Ryde  are  included  the 
infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  Island  is  38.5  (40.8). 


Table  XIII.  — Showing  the  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years. 


Year. 

Live  Births. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Infant 
Mortality 
England 
and  Wales. 

Under 
i Year. 

1—2 

Years. 

2—5 

Years. 

1926 

1141 

45 

14 

14 

39  4 

70-0 

1927 

1124 

51 

13 

13 

45-4 

690 

1928 

1168 

63 

25 

14 

535 

65-0 

1929 

1134 

51 

9 

15 

450 

74-0 

1930 

1098 

33 

5 

19 

30-0 

60-0 

1931 

1037 

31 

8 

10 

299 

660 

1932 

1072 

53 

3 

8 

49-4 

650 

1933 

973 

34 

4 

7 

349 

640 

1934 

981 

40 

5 

12 

40-8 

590 

1935 

986 

38 

8 

7 

38-5 

57-0 

From  the  figures  in  this  Table  these  conclusions  may  be  drawn  : — 

1.  Compared  with  the  country  as  a whole  the  Island  has  a very  favourable  iniant  mortality  rate. 

2.  For  the  last  10  years  the  yearly  average  number  of  births  has  been  1071  ; 44  infants  have 
died  each  year  in  the  first  year  of  life,  9.4  children  in  the  second  year  and  3 in  each  of  the 
succeeding  3 years  of  life. 

3.  When  the  past  5 yearly  period  is  compared  with  the  previous  quinquennium,  the  mortality 
among  toddlers  is  found  to  have  fallen  proportionately  much  more  than  the  infant  mortality. 


5 Yearly  Period. 

Total 

N 

umber  of  Deaths. 

Births. 

Under  t year. 

i — 2 years. 

2—5  years. 

1926—30  

5565 

243 

66 

75 

1931—35  

5049 

196 

28 

44 

Percentage  fall  in  last 

five  years 

10-9 

193 

57-6 

41-3 

Health  Visiting— in  every  part  of  the  County,  infant  health  visiting  is  done  by  the  District  Nurses  and 
this  arrangement  ensures  that  the  health  visitors  are  well  received  in  the  homes  as  they  are  in  close  and 
friendly  relations  with  the  mothers.  Few  mothers  object  to  these  visits.  The  frequency  of  the  visits  made  to 
each  individual  child  varies  according  to  its  state  of  health  but  even  when  the  child  is  in  good  health  the 
visitor  calls  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  midwife  stops  visiting  and  during  the  first  year  six  visits  are  made  ; 
from  age  one  to  five  years  one  visit  is  made  as  a rule  in  every  six  months,  although  in  some  cases  special 
visits  may  not  be  necessary  more  often  than  once  a year.  This  is  looked  on  as  the  minimum  whether  the 
mother  is  taking  the  child  to  a Welfare  Centre  or  not  and  more  visits  are  made  if  the  child’s  health  is  not 
good  or  the  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory.  The  numbers  of  home  visits  made  in  each  district  in  1935  are 
set  out  in  Table  XIV.  and  indicate  that  this  work  is  adequately  performed.  The  health  visiting  cards  are 
reviewed  annually  in  this  office  but  the  nurses  do  not  wait  for  this  periodic  review  if  a child’s  health  is  unsatis- 
factory ; in  that  case  they  submit  a special  report  if  private  medical  advice  is  not  sought  as  they  do  also  in 
exceptional  children  such  as  orthopaedic  cases,  mental  defectives,  etc.  The  home  is  then  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer.  When  the  child  goes  to  school  its  health  visiting  card  is  brought  forward  with  the  child  at 
the  first  school  medical  inspection. 

There  are  no  nursery  schools  or  day  nurseries  on  the  Island  but  children  are  admitted  from  the  age  of 
three  years  to  the  infants’  departments  in  practically  all  areas.  The  school  returns  show  that  in  the  year  1935 
694  entrants  were  medically  inspected  as  “ routines  ” and  the  general  nutrition  of  85  per  cent,  of  these  was 
normal  or  above  normal,  while  in  14  per  cent,  the  nutrition  was  slightly  subnormal  and  in  0.6  per  cent,  it 
was  definitely  bad.  Forty-six  of  these  entrants  or  6.6  per  cent,  were  found  to  require  treatment  for  one  or 
more  defects. 


Chart  showing  the  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  Births  for  the  last  38  years, 
in  the  Island , compared  with  England  and  Wales : 
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The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  in  each  district  during  1935  is  summarised  in  Table  XIV. 


To  Expectant  Mothers. 

To  Infants  under  i. 

Visits  to 
Children  aged 

1-5. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

First  Visits. 

Total  Visits. 

Bembridge 

Nurse 

5 

61 

16 

125 

ill 

Brading 

n ... 

• • . 

8 

151 

14 

198 

129 

Brighstone 

n ••• 

... 

11 

156 

11 

130 

139 

Carisbrooke 

i > ... 

... 

31 

240 

57 

341 

296 

Chale 

• • • 

... 

13 

157 

14 

105 

82 

Cowes 

Nurses  ... 

... 

87 

334 

91 

388 

360 

East  Cowes 

N u rse 

... 

19 

41 

51 

216 

271 

Freshwater 

ff  • • • 

... 

53 

267 

52 

317 

341 

Godshill 

M ... 

... 

19 

144 

12 

81 

128 

Newport  & Arreton 

Nurses  ... 

... 

119 

879 

172 

861 

1079 

Niton 

Nurse 

... 

26 

101 

15 

127 

300 

North  wood 

J)  ... 

... 

19 

62 

25 

87 

98 

Ryde  District 

Jf  ••• 

... 

101 

817 

140 

1520 

2553 

St.  Helens 

M • • • 

14 

175 

12 

225 

402 

Sandown 

35 

273 

90 

479 

521 

Seaview 

)»  ••• 

... 

29 

103 

54 

204 

124 

Shanklin 

Nurses  ... 

... 

37 

266 

48 

430 

426 

Ventnor 

> > ... 

... 

86 

568 

101 

534 

399 

Wootton 

Nurse 

15 

141 

24 

316 

271 

Yarmouth 

n ••• 

15 

55 

28 

174 

152 

Total 

742 

4991 

1027 

6858 

8182 

The  figures  in  the  last  3 columns  of  this  Table  when  read  with  Table  XIII  show  that  : — 

1.  Health  visits  are  made  to  all  babies  born  on  the  Island. 

2.  An  average  of  7 visits  is  made  to  each  infant  in  the  first  year  of  life. 

3.  For  the  next  four  years  the  child  is  visited  on  the  average  more  than  twice  each  year. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  have  been  established  in  all  populous  areas  and  about  two-fifths  of  the  children 
on  the  Island  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  doctors  at  these  centres.  Milk  is  granted  by  the  Council  in 
necessitous  cases  and  general  hygienic  advice  is  given,  but  when  a child  is  ill  the  parent  is  referred  to  her  own 
doctor  ; no  medical  treatment  is  given  at  the  Centres  except  for  minor  ailments  and  these  are  followed  up  by 
the  nurses  at  home  and  some  are  brought  to  the  school  clinics  in  Ryde,  Cowes  and  East  Cowes  where  clinics 
have  been  established,  but  the  school  clinics  are  not  used  to  any  substantial  extent  by  children  under  school 
age.  Two  years  ago  by  arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  dental  treatment  was  offered  to  children 
under  school  age  and  mothers  were  invited  to  bring  these  young  children  to  the  school  dental  clinics,  but  very 
few  mothers  have  taken  advantage  of  this  offer. 

Toddlers  are  welcomed  at  all  the  welfare  centres  but  only  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  1 — 5 years  children 
attended  in  1935  as  against  40  per  cent,  of  the  infants  under  1 year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  current  year’s  figures 
will  show  an  improvement  in  this  respect  because  the  mothers  are  now  being  asked  to  bring  the  toddlers  at 
least  once  a year  for  routine  examination.  That  the  toddlers  are  being  well  looked  after  is  proved  by  the 
figures  in  Table  XIII.  which  show  that  during  the  last  5 years  their  mortality  has  actually  fallen  by  50  per 
cent. — only  72  children  died  on  the  Island  between  the  ages  of  1 to  5 as  against  141  in  the  previous  5 years. 
These  are  very  remarkable  figures  and  they  reflect  the  greatest  credit  on  the  work  of  the  health  visitors  and 
of  the  ladies  who  voluntarily  devote  so  much  time  and  thought  to  the  management  of  the  welfare  centres.  All 
the  welfare  centres  on  the  Island  are  managed  by  voluntary  workers  and  the  Council  makes  grants  towards 
the  cost  of  running  the  centres  and  in  addition  makes  grants  of  milk  to  necessitous  cases  in  attendance — 
either  to  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  or  in  respect  of  the  infants  and  young  children.  During  the  financial 
year  ended  31st  March,  1936,  ^84  11s.  Od.  was  expended  for  649  weeks’  supply  to  68  cases.  In  the 
previous  year  the  expenditure  was  £\\3  Is.  lOd.  for  974  weeks’  supply  of  milk  to  66  cases. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment  . — Three  children  under  school  age  attended  the  orthopaedic  clinic  at  Portsmouth 
and  five  children  were  admitted  to  Alton  Hospital.  Two  of  them  suffered  from  infantile  paralysis  ; one  (girl) 
was  discharged  improved  after  one  month’s  treatment  and  the  other  (boy)  after  7 weeks’  treatment  attained 
the  age  of  5 years  when  the  Education  Committee  undertook  the  responsibility  for  his  treatment.  Two  (girls) 
had  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  ; one  of  these  was  still  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year  ; the  other 
had  severe  double  dislocation  which  could  not  be  benefited  by  treatment  and  she  was  discharged  after  2 weeks’ 
observation.  In  this  case  the  parents  had  refused  earlier  treatment.  The  fifth  case  was  a boy  with  congenital 
deformities  of  the  feet  and  legs,  and  he  was  still  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Table  XV. — Showing  the  Working  Arrangements  At  the  End  of  the  Vear  of  the  Various  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 
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Table  XV.  sets  out  the  welfare  centres  with  their  attendances  during  1935  and  shows  that  of  the  15  centres 
nine  are  attended  by  members  of  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  staff,  five  by  private  medical  practitioners  and 
one  by  the  Army  doctor.  Apart  from  these  six  centres,  the  same  medical  officers  have  attended  the  school 
clinics  and  the  infant  welfare  centres  in  each  area  until  the  end  of  1935  when  Dr.  Hilda  Linford  commenced 
her  duties,  and  as  these  will  be  primarily  maternity  and  infant  welfare  work  she  will  in  future  attend  most  of 
the  welfare  centres.  Co-operation  between  the  various  members  of  the  staff  will  naturally  be  close  so  the 
supervision  of  most  of  the  infants  born  on  the  Island  will  be  carried  right  through  from  birth  until  they  leave 
school.  The  only  Education  Authority  on  the  Island  apart  from  the  County  Council  is  the  Newport  Borough 
and  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  that  Authority  is  also  an  assistant  County  Medical  Officer.  Ryde  Borough 
is  the  only  separate  Authority  for  maternity  and  infant  welfare  apart  from  the  County  Council,  but  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  Ryde  is  an  assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 

As  the  same  staff  of  medical  officers  and  the  same  nurses  are  responsible  for  the  medical  and  nursing  work 
under  the  Council’s  infant  welfare  and  school  medical  services,  continuity  of  supervision  is  assured. 

Infant  Life  Protection. — The  changes  in  the  Children  Act  Register  during  the  12  months  ending  31st 
December,  1935,  are  as  follows  : — 


On  Register  January  1st,  1935 

30 

Added  during  the  year  1935 

...  15 

45 

Removed  during  1935 

14 

To  care  of  relations  ... 

5 

Over  9 years  of  age  ... 

9 

On  Register  December  31st,  1935 

31 

These  numbers  are  for  the  whole  Island  except  the  Borough  of  Ryde.  During  the  year  113  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  these  children,  24  by  the  Medical  Officers,  89  by  the  County  Nursing  Superintendent 
and  the  Health  Visitors. 


NURSING. 

The  whole  Island  is  covered  by  District  Nursing  Associations.  One  area  (Sandown)  has  two  associations 
and  the  nurse  employed  by  one  of  these  does  not  practise  midwifery  nor  does  the  nurse  employed  by  the  East 
Cowes  District  Association.  All  the  other  local  associations’  nurses  practise  midwifery,  so  with  the  exception 
of  East  Cowes  there  is  a subsidised  midwifery  service  in  all  parts  of  the  Island,  the  grant  being  paid  through 
the  County  Nursing  Association.  East  Cowes  is  not  entirely  without  a midwifery  service,  however,  because 
here  as  in  other  populous  areas  there  is  a midwife  in  independent  practice. 

As  regards  genera!  nursing,  it  has  for  many  years  been  the  policy  of  your  Council  to  support  the  district 
nursing  associations  by  utilising  as  far  as  possible  the  services  of  their  nurses  for  council  work.  Formerly 
the  Council  employed  whole  time  health  visitors  who  worked  in  the  areas  not  then  covered  by  district  nurses 
and  in  other  areas  where  the  district  nurse  did  not  have  the  necessary  training  to  undertake  health  visiting 
duties,  and  it  was  with  the  object  of  extending  the  district  nursing  facilities  and  improving  the  nursing  services 
generally  that  the  health  visiting  duties  were  gradually  transferred  to  the  district  nurses.  This  transference 
was  completed  in  December,  1933,  and  since  that  date  the  Council  has  had  no  whole  time  health  visitors  but 
has  paid  the  district  associations  for  the  health  visiting  and  other  council  work  undertaken  by  the  district 
nurse.  The  position  now  is  that  except  for  one  of  the  two  associations  in  Sandown  every  district  obtains 
grants  for  infant  health  work  (Public  Health  Committee),  for  school  nursing  (Education  Committee),  for 
tuberculosis  visiting  (Tuberculosis  Sub-Committee)  and  for  visiting  mental  defectives  (Mental  Deficiency 
Committee)  ; and  they  all  receive  grants  for  nursing  the  sick  poor  (Public  Assistance  Committee).  The  grants 
payable  annually  in  respect  of  these  services  amount  to  a substantial  sum,  apart  from  special  grants  which 
have  been  made  when  fresh  districts  were  established.  Your  Council’s  policy  in  this  matter  may  be  said 
to  have  been  completely  successful  because  it  has  resulted  in  the  provision  in  every  part  of  the  County  of  a 
district  nursing  service. 
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Table  XVI.  summarises  some  of  the  work  done  in  the  various  districts  during  the  year  ended 
31st  March,  1936. 


Nursing  Association. 

Medical 

Cases. 

Surgical 

Cases. 

Total. 

Midwifery 

Cases. 

Maternity 

Cases. 

Total. 

Bembridge 

89 

12 

101 

1 

7 

8 

Brading 

Brighstone,  Brook,  Mottistone  and 

40 

22 

62 

10 

2 

12 

Calbourne 

Carisbrooke,  Porchfield,  Chillerton  and 

74 

59 

133 

12 

2 

14 

Gatcombe 

105 

41 

146 

16 

8 

24 

Chale,  Kingston  and  Shorwell 

45 

19 

64 

7 

6 

13 

Cowes 

201 

176 

377 

41 

34 

75 

East  Cowes  and  Whippingham . . . 

108 

80 

188 

— 

— 

— 

Freshwater  and  Totland... 

122 

123 

245 

33 

18 

51 

Godshill  and  Wroxall 

29 

6 

35 

12 

5 

17 

Newport  and  Arreton 

463 

151 

614 

70 

31 

101 

Niton,  YVhitwell  and  St.  Lawrence 

23 

56 

79 

7 

4 

11 

Northwood  and  Gurnard 

41 

24 

65 

16 

8 

24 

Ryde 

232 

73 

305 

68 

33 

101 

St.  Helens... 

63 

60 

123 

9 

1 

10 

Sandown  and  Lake 

51 

56 

107 

— 

— 

— 

Sandown  and  Newchurch 

22 

21 

43 

27 

8 

35 

Seaview  and  Nettlestone 

72 

45 

117 

7 

1 

8 

Shanklin  ... 

85 

13 

98 

12 

1 

13 

Ventnor  and  Bonchurch... 

124 

69 

193 

31 

12 

43 

Wootton  Bridge  and  District  ... 
Yarmouth,  Thorley,  Newtown  and 

43 

42 

85 

8 

6 

14 

Shalfleet 

95 

27 

122 

6 

4 

10 

Totals  ... 

2127 

1175 

3302 

393 

191 

584 

METEOROLOGY. 

These  few  notes  on  meteorological  conditions  during  1935  are  included  through  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  John  Dover,  M.A.,  of  Totland,  and  of  Dr.  Oliver  Hempson,  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Royal 
National  Hospital,  Ventnor.  Mr.  Dover’s  full  report  should  be  referred  to  for  more  detailed  information. 
In  it  he  sets  out  not  only  the  record  of  his  observations  at  Totland  but  carefully  compiled  averages  and 
comparisons  with  previous  years  and  with  other  areas.  The  notes  which  follow  are  taken  from  his  report. 


Table  XVII. 


Month. 

Temperature  of  the  Air. 

Rainfall  in  Inches. 

Hours  of  Sunshine. 

Totland 

Average 

Maximum. 

Ventnor 

Maximum. 

Totland 

Average 

Minimum. 

Ventnor 

Minimum. 

Totland 

Average 

Mean. 

Ventnor 

Mean. 

Totland. 

Ventnor. 

Totland. 

Ventnor. 

January  ... 

458 

550 

386 

300 

422 

430 

1‘50 

1 '55 

824 

878 

February... 

47'8 

550 

394 

29  0 

436 

44  1 

293 

347 

675 

68  1 

March 

495 

580 

386 

290 

440 

444 

095 

1 '49 

1375 

1322 

April 

527 

62  0 

422 

330 

47'4 

48'3 

3 17 

359 

1664 

1733 

May 

60'3 

760 

443 

360 

523 

53  1 

0 95 

1 '40 

1925 

2005 

June 

638 

800 

532 

49  0 

58'5 

592 

288 

234 

2260 

203  3 

July 

7 1 '5 

840 

573 

520 

64'4 

653 

0'44 

022 

285  7 

278  0 

August  ... 

699 

780 

54  7 

500 

623 

639 

307 

3 73 

2184 

232  0 

September 

64  6 

680 

546 

480 

59'6 

605 

3 75 

4 18 

1688 

164  1 

October  . 

569 

640 

473 

330 

527 

53‘4 

331 

402 

1038 

110  1 

November 

5L3 

600 

432 

330 

472 

486 

685 

855 

63  2 

61  '8 

December 

448 

520 

376 

280 

41  '2 

42  1 

333 

4'47 

595 

647 

Year  1935 

71'5 

840 

376 

280 

510 

522 

33  13 

39  01 

1771  7 

1775-9 

The  great  feature  of  the  year  1935  was  the  abundance  of  wind.  Mr.  Dover  states  in  his  report  that 
the  average  yearly  wind  at  Totland  is  about  52,000  miles  or  1000  miles  per  average  week  ; but  in  1935  the 
total  amount  of  wind  was  69,733  miles.  There  were  29  gales  during  the  year  and  there  were  only  60  calm 
days.  The  windiest  months  were  February  and  October  and  the  quietest  month  was  May. 

So  far  as  atmosphere  was  concerned  the  year  was  rather  drier  than  usual.  This  dryness  was  caused  by 
the  abundance  of  wind:  the  rainfall  being  above  the  average  with  33.13  inches  of  rain  at  Totland  (the 
average  there  for  the  past  50  years  has  been  29.15).  This  excess  did  not  make  up  however  for  the  deficiency 
of  the  two  preceding  years  and  springs  were  not  up  to  their  usual  strength  at  the  end  of  the  year.  November 
was  the  wettest  month  with  6.85  but  the  benefit  to  the  spings  of  this  heavy  fall  will  come  in  1936.  July  was 
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the  dry  month  of  the  year  with  only  0.44  inch.  August  with  3.07  inches  was  wetter  than  its  average  of 
2.37  inches  and  June  and  September  also  had  more  rain  thau  they  usually  do.  The  rainfall  at  Cowes  was 
36.59,  at  Ryde  37.03,  Ventnor  39.07,  Sandown  39.11,  Wootton  41.81,  Newport  43.49  and  Shanklin  45.51. 

Lightning  was  seen  on  6 days  at  Totland  and  thunder  heard  on  7. 

The  sunshine  hours  at  Totland  amounted  to  1771.7  hours  which  is  very  close  to  the  average  1768.2. 
Ventnor  Hospital  had  1775.9  and  Sandown  1894.  The  brightest  month  was  July  with  285.7  hours  as  against 
an  average  of  230.2  hours. 

The  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was  51°F.  which  is  0.6  degrees  above  the  average.  The  warmest  day 
was  July  13th  when  the  temperature  rose  to  85.8°F.  and  the  coldest  day  was  December  21st  with  25.2°. 

Mr.  Dover  compares  the  temperatures  at  Totland  with  those  at  Greenwich  and  shows  in  tabular  and 
graphic  form  that  by  night  throughout  the  year  Totland  is  warmer  than  Greenwich.  By  day  also  during  the 
3 dark  months  (November,  December  and  January)  when  the  sun  has  but  little  power,  Totland  is  the  warmer 
of  the  two  places  ; but  during  the  other  9 months  of  the  year  Greenwich  by  day  is  hotter  than  Totland, 
especially  in  June,  July  and  August.  His  averages  for  Totland  are  for  the  last  50  years  and  the  Greenwich 
averages  are  for  95  years.  The  sea  temperature  was  49.7°F.  on  January  1st  which  is  decidedly  higher  than 
usual  and  it  gradually  cooled  down  till  on  March  13th  it  registered  41.6°.  Usually  the  sea  is  at  its  coldest 
about  the  middle  of  February.  For  the  3 months,  July,  August  and  September,  the  temperature  was  above 
60°  and  it  rapidly  cooled  during  the  last  3 months  of  the  year.  August  is  usually  the  warmest  month  for  the 
sea  but  in  1935  it  was  warmest  on  July  15th  with  65.7°.  The  lowest  sea  temperature  of  the  year  was  40’2  on 
December  21st. 


